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Table A1. Summary Statistics by Site

Combined Sample Tufts University Syracuse University
(N=595) (N=278) (N=317)

Age 19.376 19.417 19.341
Female 0.620 0.647 0.596
First Generation 0.361 0.292** 0.422
Hh Income (Avg $1000) 136.934 139.410 134.728
Hh Income below $100k 0.358 0.362 0.354

Race
White 0.496 0.406** 0.574
Asian 0.230 0.302** 0.167
Black 0.064 0.061 0.066
Hispanic 0.081 0.061 0.098
Mixed (White) 0.094 0.129** 0.063
Mixed (Non-White) 0.015 0.018 0.013

Majors
Economics 0.124 0.151 0.101
Female and STEM 0.061 0.076 0.047
Mathematics 0.025 0.036 0.016
Computer Science 0.109 0.122 0.098
Data Science 0.055 0.014** 0.091
Business 0.126 0.004** 0.233
Engineering 0.106 0.144** 0.073
Social Sciences 0.338 0.338 0.338
Humanities 0.128 0.133 0.123
Life Sciences 0.202 0.367** 0.057
Physical Sciences 0.032 0.058** 0.009
Health Sciences 0.175 0.288** 0.076
Undecided 0.020 0.022 0.019

Note: First Generation is defined as having parents whose highest level of education is not a four-year college degree. Hh
Income categories: less than $50,000; $50,000-$100,000; $100,000-$150,000; $150,000-$200,000; over $200,000. Mixed (White)
includes all individuals who select “White” and at least one other race. Mixed (Non-White) includes individuals who select
more than one race, not including the option “White”.
The majors are coded as 1 if the student is majoring in them.
Each major category aggregates related fields based on shared keywords to encompass a broader range of study areas. Mathe-
matics includes mathematics and statistics; Computer Science covers computer science, software engineering, and information
technology; Data Science encompasses data science and informatics. Business includes finance, marketing, and entrepreneur-
ship; Engineering covers disciplines like aerospace and civil engineering. Social Sciences incorporate sociology, psychology, and
political science; Humanities include philosophy, literature, and the arts. Life Sciences focus on biology and environmental
studies; Physical Sciences cover physics and chemistry. Health Sciences include nursing and public health, while Undecided
represents students unsure of their major.
** indicates that Tufts t-test differences are statistically significant from Syracuse at p < 0.05.
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Table A2. Interest in economics and perceptions of ability by gender and site

Combined Sample Tufts University Syracuse University

Male Female Male Female Male Female

Consider econ course in future 0.646 0.480*** 0.551 0.467 0.719 0.492***
Consider econ major in future 0.243 0.163** 0.214 0.172 0.266 0.153**
Consider econ minor in future 0.341 0.225*** 0.306 0.217* 0.367 0.233***
Ability 70.646 61.214*** 70.847 61.233*** 70.492 61.196***
Percent Chance of at least 3.5 GPA 68.746 66.351 79.014 74.426 60.884 58.660
Percent Chance will enjoy coursework 50.230 43.488*** 52.684 46.296** 48.352 40.814**
Hours per week on coursework 14.088 13.322 14.061 14.344 14.109 12.349
Percent Chance of finding a job 64.934 68.083 66.020 69.706 64.102 66.537
Percent Chance go to graduate school 49.925 49.114 50.990 50.956 49.109 47.360
Percent Chance will enjoy type of job with econ degree 49.190 44.759** 50.031 45.922 48.547 43.651
N 226 369 98 180 128 189

Note: For the consider economics course/major/minor in the future variables, responses were categorized on a scale from ”Very
unlikely” to ”Very likely”, with binary versions created to indicate whether the likelihood was neutral or positive (coded as 1,
and 0 otherwise). Ability is the response to the question: Consider the situation where you graduate with a Bachelor’s degree
in economics. On a scale of 1-100, where do you think you would rank in terms of ability when compared to all individuals (at
your university and other universities) who will graduate in economics? For the percent chance questions, respondents were
asked to fully place themselves in the (possibly) theoretical situations: (1) If you were majoring in economics, what do you
think is the percent chance that you will graduate with a GPA of at least 3.5 (out of a max of 4)? (2) If you were majoring in
economics, what do you think is the percent chance that you will enjoy the coursework? (3) If you were majoring in economics,
how many hours per week on average do you think you will need to spend on the coursework (outside of class)? (4) If you were
majoring in economics, what do you think is the percent chance that you could find a job (that you would accept) immediately
upon graduation? (5) If you obtained a bachelors degree in economics, what do you think is the percent chance that you will go
to graduate school in economics sometime in the future? (6) Look ahead to when you will be 30 YEARS OLD. If you majored
in economics what do you think is the percent chance that you will enjoy working at the kinds of jobs that will be available to
you?
∗p < 0.1, ∗ ∗ p < 0.05, and ∗ ∗ ∗ p < .001.
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Table A3. Perceptions and concerns about economics by gender and site

Combined Sample Tufts University Syracuse University

Male Female Male Female Male Female

Economics is primarily concerned with money and finance 0.645 0.791*** 0.574 0.792*** 0.692 0.789*
Economics focuses on studying the stock market and investments 0.503 0.676*** 0.526 0.689** 0.486 0.661***
Economics examines how societies allocate scarce resources 0.634 0.654 0.656 0.593 0.615 0.713
Economics is a field that deals with complex mathematical models 0.565 0.607 0.542 0.585 0.582 0.629
Economics studies how individuals make decisions 0.585 0.604 0.529 0.520 0.626 0.688
Economics is essential for understanding government policies 0.748 0.802 0.755 0.767 0.742 0.836**
Economics is closely related to political science 0.593 0.634 0.592 0.644 0.594 0.624
Economics is a social science focused on human behavior 0.606 0.596 0.612 0.561 0.602 0.630
Economics is relevant to everyday life 0.783 0.810 0.745 0.800 0.812 0.820
Economics is inherently political 0.438 0.550*** 0.439 0.572** 0.438 0.529
Economics is a subject only for people with strong math skills 0.270 0.407*** 0.173 0.328*** 0.344 0.481**
Economics is a tool for solving social issues, such as alleviating poverty 0.615 0.696** 0.571 0.639 0.648 0.751**
Economics tools can be used for a variety of jobs 0.770 0.854*** 0.724 0.861*** 0.805 0.847
Concerns: Math too hard 0.230 0.447*** 0.235 0.378** 0.227 0.513***
Concerns: Find a job 0.119 0.079* 0.082 0.078 0.148 0.079*
Concerns: Get Good Grades 0.243 0.409*** 0.224 0.322* 0.258 0.492***
Concerns: Economics is Boring 0.416 0.556*** 0.439 0.578** 0.398 0.534**
Concerns: Wouldn’t Fit 0.239 0.331** 0.296 0.406* 0.195 0.259
Concerns: Bad Work-Life Balance 0.190 0.141 0.296 0.217 0.109 0.069
Concerns: Not Enough Money 0.093 0.092 0.082 0.089 0.102 0.095
Concerns: Unsure About Jobs 0.230 0.309** 0.245 0.306 0.219 0.312*
Concerns: Impact on Society 0.115 0.136 0.153 0.172 0.086 0.101
Concerns: Economics Not Relevant 0.031 0.011* 0.051 0.011** 0.016 0.011
N 226 369 98 180 128 189

Note: Respondents were asked:When you think of an economics major (a specific subject area of study), what career paths
or jobs come to mind? Please list at least 2. For the analysis, binary indicator variables were created to categorize respon-
dents’ career path associations based on their responses to this question about potential careers for economics majors. Bank-
ing/Finance/Investment includes terms related to banking, finance, investments, or related fields. Business/Sales/Marketing
includes career paths in business, sales, marketing, consulting, or entrepreneurship. Economist/Research: respondents who
identified roles in economics or research. Academia: respondents who associated economics with teaching or academic roles.
Public Service: includes careers in government, public service, policy. Engineering: respondents who linked economics to engi-
neering fields. Healthcare: includes healthcare-related professions. Law includes all legal careers. Arts includes careers in the
arts. Information Technology includes all IT or technology-related fields. Each career category was coded as 1 if the respon-
dent mentioned any relevant terms, and 0 otherwise. Binary indicators were generated for each concern of interest based on
respondent selections, where a value of 1 indicates a specific concern selected and 0 indicates not being selected. The question
the respondents were asked is: What concerns do you have about taking economics classes or pursuing an economics major?
(select all that apply): The math will be too hard for me to enjoy the major; I won’t be able to find a job with an economics
degree; I don’t think I’ll get good grades in economics classes; Economics is boring; People like me wouldn’t fit in the economics
major; People who study economics get jobs that have bad work-life balance; I won’t make enough money as an economics
major; I am unsure about the type of jobs economics majors can get after college; Studying economics doesn’t help me make a
positive impact on society; Studying economics isn’t relevant to today’s world.
∗p < 0.1, ∗ ∗ p < 0.05, and ∗ ∗ ∗ p < .001.
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Table A4. Students’ interests and factors that matter for their major/career choice by gender

Combined Sample Tufts University Syracuse University

Male Female Male Female Male Female

Career Factor: Salary and financial prospects 0.907 0.916 0.949 0.911 0.875 0.921
Career Factor: Job stability 0.850 0.905** 0.857 0.867 0.844 0.942***
Career Factor: Pursuing a passion 0.814 0.821 0.847 0.778 0.789 0.862*
Career Factor: Societal impact 0.628 0.794*** 0.653 0.767** 0.609 0.820***
Career Factor: Good work-life balance 0.779 0.843** 0.796 0.783 0.766 0.899***
Career Factor: Probability of success 0.876 0.889 0.857 0.850 0.891 0.926
Topic interest: Economic Inequality 0.376 0.414 0.378 0.474 0.374 0.355
Topic interest: Sustainability 0.366 0.388 0.422 0.451 0.322 0.326
Topic interest: Globalization 0.366 0.316 0.422 0.301** 0.322 0.331
Topic interest: Poverty 0.366 0.493*** 0.422 0.549* 0.322 0.436*
Topic interest: Discrimination 0.190 0.461*** 0.211 0.514*** 0.174 0.407***
Topic interest: Stock Market 0.478 0.270*** 0.500 0.272*** 0.461 0.267***
N 226 369 98 180 128 189

Note: For the career factors, respondents were asked to indicate how much each of the factors affects their future college
major/career choice. They could choose from: Extremely Unimportant, Unimportant, Neutral, Important, Extremely important
for each factor. The table above displays the percentage of respondents who indicated either ”Extremely Important” or
”Important” vs those who didn’t for each factor.
For the Topic interest variables, binary indicators were generated for each topic of interest based on respondent selections,
where a value of 1 indicates interest in the specific topic and 0 indicates no interest. The question the respondent were asked is:
Which of the following topics, if any, would you be interested in learning more about in your undergraduate studies? (select all
that apply): Consumer behavior and the media; Economic inequality and its consequences; Environmental sustainability and
the economic effects of climate change; Behavioral economics and human decision-making; Global economic interdependence;
globalization, and international trade; Policy design; Global poverty and inequality; Discrimination in wages and employment;
What drives the stock market
∗p < 0.1, ∗ ∗ p < 0.05, and ∗ ∗ ∗ p < .001.

Table A5. Correlations

Men Women

Classes Major Minor Classes Major Minor

Percent Chance of at least 3.5 GPA 0.050 -0.080 0.079 0.087 -0.034 0.009
Percent Chance will enjoy coursework 0.468** 0.237** 0.276** 0.372** 0.207** 0.247**
Percent Chance of finding a job 0.180** 0.069 0.065 0.088 -0.093 -0.053
Percent Chance will enjoy type of job with econ degree 0.412** 0.278** 0.292** 0.245** 0.166** 0.205**
Economics is primarily concerned with money and finance 0.087 -0.067 0.050 -0.144** -0.067 -0.013
Economics focuses on studying the stock market and investments -0.063 -0.065 -0.048 -0.150** -0.143** -0.099
Economics is inherently political -0.204** -0.064 -0.164** -0.015 0.000 -0.009
Economics is a subject only for people with strong math skills 0.096 -0.020 -0.038 -0.066 0.009 -0.023
Concerns: Math too hard -0.013 0.033 0.028 -0.056 -0.027 -0.041
Concerns: Find a job 0.016 0.045 0.081 0.062 0.062 -0.013
Concerns: Get Good Grades -0.141** -0.057 -0.125 -0.126** -0.083 -0.052
Concerns: Economics is Boring -0.276** -0.186** -0.076 -0.331** -0.271** -0.276**
Concerns: Wouldn’t Fit -0.063 -0.100 -0.053 -0.087 -0.076 -0.075
Concerns: Bad Work-Life Balance -0.066 -0.091 -0.087 0.016 0.033 -0.013
Concerns: Economics Not Relevant -0.081 -0.042 0.087 -0.048 0.025 0.006
N 226 226 226 369 369 369

Note: ** shows significance at p < .05
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